that this has been a major constraint on progress in the assessment of the various forms of treatment. The difficulty of deciding what is and what is not a cancer remains and the chapter on the clinico-histopathologic evaluation of prostatic cancer competently tackles this question. Even here however one wonders whether some of the examples described as cancer are not in fact variants of normal, functional prostatic acini.
These are, however, small criticisms in a book which provides admirable coverage of the subject in the manner of a series of overviews. It will appeal to specialists in urology and to clinical co-workers who participate in the management of this disease. It will also have an appeal for laboratory and research workers who are involved in its study. The book is well produced and well edited, each chapter having its own bibliography, and there is an enjoyable summarization of the book contents by the editor as a concluding chapter.
N. J. BLACKLOCK This book provides brief accounts of cell kinetics, cancer chemotherapy, radiotherapy, tumour immunotherapy and pathology. The surgery of cancer at various primary sites is then described. The professed aim is to provide "a fundamental practical guideline outlining current basic principles in the surgical management of cancer patients".
The result is disappointing. Different contributors have placed quite different emphasis on principles of diagnosis, treatment and results. The suggested staging methods for breast cancer are too detailed to be of practical value, eleven pages are devoted to the operations for carcinoma of the stomach, but urinary diversion, following total cystectomy, is dismissed in two lines and the possible postoperative problems are not mentioned. The legend for Fig. 18 This issue of Clinics in Oncology "aims to review the existing approaches to therapy of hormone responsive tumours and to highlight current problems and controversy". In a thoughful opening chapter, Stoll considers the mechanisms of hormonally-induced regression, the heterogeneity of hormonedependent tumours and the stringent criteria by which we judge response. In the latter context, it is important to be aware that the survival times of patients whose disease shows no change on treatment is similar to partial responders. Stoll also emphasis that hormone-dependent tumours are often slow to respond and these are then often slow to progress and that we should be aware of too hurried evaluation of disease status. Jordan gives an excellent concise review, including the limitations of animal models of hormone-dependent cancer.
The prostate is represented by a review of the mechanism of action and clinical use of the anti-androgens cyproterone acetate and flutamide. These compounds are discussed again in an overview of hormone therapy of prostate carcinoma.
The breast is covered by a concise review of anti-oestrogens by Manni The book is divided into three sections: ESR (four chapters), lipid peroxidation (six chapters) and activated intermediates (eight chapters) with recorded discussions at the end of each chapter. It would be difficult to make specific comments about all of the 18 chapters and discussions which were contributed by some of the most active people in the field. However, after having read the book it is perhaps sufficient to state that with one or two exceptions, the chapters do contain original material, are very readable (thanks to the editors?) and most of the proposed extrapolations are quite plausible.
The ESR section deals with the basic ESR techniques, the applications to research in biochemistry and cancer, and a specific application to the investigation of human uterine cancer. The order of the chapters is, at first sight, a little strange and it may be advisable for those who are interested in ESR but know little about it, to read Chapters Four, One, Three and Two in that order. This collection of four contributions however, certainly do a good job as they leave one with an up-to-date feeling for the application of this technique.
The generation and modes of action of peroxides and their numerous breakdown products are considered in the second section. As with the previous section these 6 chapters involve investigations on the basic reactions and investigation techniques and progress to the biological effects. As would be expected, most of the work is centred around hepatocytes and hepatomas but there is also an interesting chapter on ageing. The discussions at the end of the chapters in this section are probably the most stimulating and some of the proposals put forward concerning future work are well worth considering.
The last section which is the largest, has the daunting title "Activated Intermediates". Free radicals from carcinogens, anti-tumour drugs and normal cells are considered here. The underlying theme is not as easy to perceive as with the other two sections; however, the diversity does illustrate the current interest in the role of free radicals.
It is stated in the preface that one of the aims of the organizers of these symposia is to encourage the exchange of ideas and information on a rapidly developing area. The organizers of this symposium and the editors of this book should be congratulated on having skilfully achieved this aim. This book is recommended to those who are enterprising enough to want to peer over the tall barriers between free radical chemistry, biochemistry and biology. This is the fifth in a series of multi-author monographs on metastasis and reaches the excellence of the earlier volumes in the series.
All aspects of liver metastasis are covered; emphasis throughout is, of course, clinical with only little experimental animal data. The basic aspects of metastasis to the liver covered are the patterns of metastasis, the ultrastructure of the invasion of liver by cancer cells, including a review of proteolytic mechanisms and the development of blood supply. The detection of liver metastasis, mainly by medical physics technology, is described in detail, as is treatment of hepatic metastases by surgery, chemotherapy and radiotherapy. The book is well produced, each chapter is extensively referenced, and the volume as a whole is well indexed with additional index to all cited authors. The price, by current standards, is reasonable for a volume of such size and quality.
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